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WINTER ’10:
WElcome
Notes from the GEM 
As winter sets in, Green-Wood is alive with activity. From 
our historic preservation work to our ongoing trolley 
tours, and from our successful partnerships with local 
public schools to the continued expansion of our archive 
collection, the year 2009 has been one to be proud of.

One of our most significant accomplishments has been 
the completion of a major $750,000 face-lift to our iconic 
Gothic Arch. As with many of our sculptural and other his-
toric treasures, time and the elements exacted a harsh toll 
on the structure causing problems that, if ignored, would 
have threatened its structural integrity. The 106-foot-tall 
Arch has now been conserved and stabilized, with much of 
its original glory restored as envisioned by its designers 
Richard Upjohn, architect of Trinity Church, and his son, 
Richard M. Upjohn. 

Tremendous progress has also been made on our “Saved 
in Time: The Gottschalk Project.” Five accomplished 
figurative sculptors have been chosen to compete for the 
right to recreate the Angel of Music that once graced the 
monument of Louis Moreau Gottschalk, world-renowned 
19th-century American pianist and composer. The final-
ists have already submitted exquisite small-scale models 
of their designs. I am also very proud that five prominent 
Americans have agreed to sit on a panel that will choose 
the winning sculpture. The panel is expected to render 

its verdict in January 2010. I urge you to visit our website 
(http://www.green-wood.com/angelofmusic) where you can 
see additional beautiful photographs of their miniature 
sculptures shown on the next page. 

Preserving history for future generations does not come 
without a price tag. We estimate that the total cost for The 
Gottschalk Project will exceed $150,000. While I am very 
pleased with the artistic aspects of this effort, we have a 
long way to go meet our fund-raising goals. By making a 
tax-deductible donation, you will contribute not only to 
this wonderful project, but to all our efforts to keep Green-
Wood thriving as an important center of art and history. 

Here are some quick updates on a few other exciting 
Green-Wood projects:

The Historic Fund’s art collection continues to grow in 
scope and importance. We now own more than 100 original 
pieces of art work by artists interred here. Among our new-
est acquisitions are works by residents Thomas Hicks and 
Thomas Doughty, as well as a second work by Samuel S. 
Carr, a painting of Green-Wood resident Louise Griswold. 

Our educational programs are thriving as well. I am 
particularly proud of our new partnership with the Wil-
liamsburg High School for Architecture and Design. These 
talented students, along with children from PS 230, are en-
joying Green-Wood as a center of learning through unique 
academic assignments in photography, architecture, sci-
ence and mathematics. 

As Jeff Richman’s syllabus of tours continues to grow in 
scope and popularity, we are thrilled to welcome Ruth Ede-
bohls to our cadre of regular tour guides. Her tours are in 
great demand. And Marge Raymond’s Wednesday tour con-
tinues to attract new fans no matter how bad the weather. 
Don’t miss them. You’ll be in for a treat.

In closing, I wish you all the best in 2010. And please help 
keep all of our important programs thriving by giving 
generously to The Green-Wood Historic Fund. Every tax-
deductible dollar helps.

Richard J. Moylan, President
›› who routinely tours the grounds of Green-Wood in the 
Global Electric Motorcar.

One of a pair of lions that guards the hillside mausoleum of William Niblo, proprietor of fashionable 19th-century Manhattan theater 
Niblo’s Garden. The mausoleum is located at Lot 6618, Section 26. [Photo: Aaron Brashear.]

‹‹
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“Angel of Music” 
Finalists

F ive of the nation’s most accomplished figurative 
sculptors have submitted maquettes (small-scale 
models) of proposed designs for a new “Angel 

of Music” to grace the gravesite of legendary 19th-
century American composer and pianist Louis Moreau 
Gottschalk (1829–1869). The original angel sculpture 
disappeared under unknown circumstances more than 
50 years ago. Re-creation of the angel is the final phase 
of restoration of the Gottschalk monument.

In collaboration with the National Sculpture Society, 
The Green-Wood Historic Fund, through its Saved 
In Time: The Gottschalk Project initiative, solicited 
proposals from sculptors in early 2009. In July, five 
finalists were chosen to submit maquettes of their 
designs: Myra C. Weisgold of University Park, Florida 
(B); Kirsten Kokkin of Loveland, Colorado (C); Tuck 
Langland of Granger, Indiana (D); and the team of Jill 
Burkee and Giancarlo Biagi of New York City (A).

Five prominent Americans from the fields of art, aca-
demia, music and film have been named to a special 
selection committee that will choose the new “Angel 
of Music.” They are: Arnold Lehman, director of the 
Brooklyn Museum; Danny Simmons, abstract-expres-
sionist painter and newly appointed interim chair of 
the New York State Council of the Arts; ›› 

›› S. Frederick Starr, chairman of the Central Asia-
Caucasus Institute, research professor, Johns Hopkins 
University, noted jazz musician and Gottschalk biogra-
pher; Thayer Tolles, curator, Department of American 
Paintings and Sculpture at The Metropolitan Museum; 
and John Turturro, Brooklyn-born actor, writer and 
director renowned for his performances in films in-
cluding Barton Fink, Quiz Show, The Big Lebowski and 
O Brother Where Art Thou?. The panel of judges will 
select the finalist in early 2010. 

A New Orleans native, Gottschalk was recognized as 
a child prodigy and sent to Paris to study piano and 
composition. He began his professional concert career 
in 1849 and by the 1860s had established himself as 
the foremost pianist in America and an international 
sensation. His most famous works include A Night in 
the Tropics, Bamboula and Le bananier. Louis Moreau 
Gottschalk is interred close to Green-Wood’s entrance 
in Lot 19581, Section M.

Special Selection Committee members Danny Simmons and 
Arnold Lehman review the four maquettes at Green-Wood.

››
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Restoration
in progress

G reen-Wood’s Manager of Preservation and Res-
toration Frank Morelli, and his team members 
Bogdan Kubiszewski and Felix Hernandez, 

chose to restore selected stone and bronze pieces over 
the course of 2009 as a challenge to Green-Wood’s   
restoration department. ››

Recasting, filling and repairs were made to the heavily damaged Webb 
family monument during the winter and spring of 2009.

››

The dramatic “before and after” work done to the Art Deco 
bronze door of the Rosecrans family mausoleum, completed in 
the fall of 2009.

››

Restoration intern Stacey Locke shows off the restored monument.

››



3›› 3›› 3›› 3›› 3›› 3›› 3›› 

The Preservation and Restoration Department’s studio, 
located in Green-Wood’s maintenance facilities at the 34th 
Street entrance.

››

An example of a restoration in progress on the unique 
bronze doors of the Sager family mausoleum, fall 2009.

››

›› Green-Wood President Richard J. Moylan picked out 
a few bronze mausoleum doors and plaques through-
out the Cemetery for the department to work on. 
After a little homework and research, Morelli and the 
department found basic patinas for the weathered 
metal, then tackled the new type of project. Here are 
photos of some of the stunning results.

[above and below] Cleaning, restoration and waxing of the 
Montesi family monument. With regular maintenance, the 

bronze should keep its restored patina for years to come.

››

››
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under the veiled 
green-wood arch

G reen-Wood’s landmark Gothic Arch was under 
wraps for the better part of 2009 while it got a 
much-needed face-lift. The year-long restora-

tion, performed by Integrated Conservation Contract-
ing, Inc. of Manhattan, was reviewed and approved by 
the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sion and included removal of damaged stone surfaces 
and failed patches, retooling and patching; applica-
tion of mortar on missing or failed joints; filling stone 
cracks; reproduction of select elements with cast ma-
terial; the addition of several Dutchmen; and overall 
surface cleaning. These photos highlight some details 
of the conservation work, completed in time to ring in 
the New Year.

A. Northeast side of center tower looking south
C. West elevation tracery at the bell level
Failed cementitious patching removed; delaminated 
brownstone surfaces tooled; failed and open joints re-
pointed; surface cleaned.

B. Southwest gable looking west
Finial disassembled, deteriorated steel pin connecting 
the finial to the gable replaced with a stainless steel 
pin. The finial base was in a critical condition with 
failed cementitous patches making re-installation of 
the finial impossible. As a solution, a 12” high section 
of the base was reproduced with cast material.

A

B

C

The restored Gothic Arch, unveiled in December 2009.
[Photos courtesy of Integrated Conservation Contracting, Inc.]

››
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The ARtists
Project

F or The Green-Wood Historic Fund’s second an-
nual benefit held September 17, 2009, an exhi-
bition, “The Artists Project of The Green-Wood 

Historic Fund,” was mounted in our Historic Chapel. 
Curated by Cemetery historian Jeffrey I. Richman and 
Green-Wood President Richard J. Moylan, it featured 
paintings by artists who are interred at Green-Wood 
and sculpture by artists whose work enriches the Cem-
etery grounds. Here’s the introductory panel to the 
exhibition:

Green-Wood Cemetery, since its founding in 1838, 
has attracted many artists. They have come as per-
manent residents, appreciative of its picturesque 
and artistic grounds, to be interred in its earth. 
And they have come to create sculpture that has 
been placed across its grounds.

For the last decade, we have been collecting on be-
half of our Historic Fund items pertaining to the 
cemetery and those who have chosen it as their 
final resting place: photographic portraits, a soda 
fountain, post cards, books, Coney Island menus 
and rides, and much more. These items have sup-
plemented items already in our archives. 

Five years ago, Richard J. Moylan, Green-Wood’s 
president, began collecting for our Historic Fund 
art created by painters who are interred here and 
by sculptors whose works decorate the cemetery. 
Since then, research by our Artists Project has 

revealed some 275 artists who lie in Green-Wood’s 
earth, ranging from Asher B. Durand (1796–1886), 
leader of the Hudson River School (America’s first 
group of painters), to Jean-Michel Basquiat (1960–
1988), an Andy Warhol protege.

We display here just a few items from what has 
grown into a substantial and unique collection, 
one which helps us to tell the story of Green-Wood 
Cemetery and its people. We hope soon to devote 
a space to permanent displays from our ever-
growing, and endlessly fascinating, Historic Fund 
collections.

[left to right]: A painting by Daniel Huntington, one of America’s leading 19th-century portraitists. / Sculpture by Dan Ostermiller, 
Karl Muller and Charles Calverley is found on Green-Wood’s hills. / George Catlin’s portrait of revered New York politician DeWitt Clinton.

‹‹

Portraits by Samuel Finley Breese Morse. Best remembered 
today as the inventor of the single-wire telegraph, Morse 
was also a pioneering photographer and perhaps the leading 
painter of the 1820s in America.

››



Historic Fund supporter Ronald G. Russo, Esq. and guests.

››
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Second Annual 
Historic Fund 
Benefit

On a lovely Thursday evening last September, 
The Green-Wood Historic Fund held its second 
annual benefit. The event was a tremendous 

success, with more than twice as many attendees and 
twice as much raised for Historic Fund projects as last 
year’s first benefit.

The evening began with a trolley tour of the cemetery, 
led by Green-Wood Cemetery historian Jeff Richman. 
A wine, beer and hors d’oeuvres reception followed, 
with an exhibition in the Historic Chapel, “The Art-
ists of Green-Wood.” It showcased select pieces from 
the remarkable collection that Green-Wood President 
Richard J. Moylan has compiled over the past years of 
paintings and sculpture by artists who are interred at 
Green-Wood. A performance of the “Angels and Accor-
dions” finale, under the direction of Martha Bowers of 
Dance Theatre Etc., followed outdoors.

It was then off to the event tent that had been set 
up in the Meadow for dinner. An exhibit there show-
cased The Gottschalk Project, an initiative of The 
Historic Fund’s Saved In Time program with the goal 
of restoring the cemetery lot of pianist Louis Moreau 
Gottschalk, America’s first matinee idol and first inter-
national composer. The Historic Fund has thus far re-
stored the base of Gottschalk’s monument, installed a 
cast iron fence and granite stairs and planted a topiary 
bushes. The final stage of The Gottschalk Project is the 
selection this winter of the sculptor who will re-create 
the “Angel of Music” that once topped the marble ped-
estal; maquettes from two sculptors were on display. ›› 
 

For more information on “The Artists of Green-Wood” high-
lighted at the 2009 benefit, please see the article “The Artists 
Project” on page 5.

“The Artists of Green-Wood” exhibit at Green-Wood’s  
Historic Chapel.

››

Green-Wood President Richard J. Moylan, Green-Wood Chair-
man C. Payson Coleman, Jr., and Green-Wood Vice-President 
and Comptroller Nicholas Pisano.

››



›› After dinner, Nancy and Otis Pearsall were honored 
for their lifelong advocacy for the preservation of the 
unique architectural and cultural character of New 
York City and presented with the Historic Fund’s De-
Witt Clinton Award for Excellence in Arts, Literature, 
Preservation and Historic Research. 

7›› 7›› 7›› 7›› 7›› 7›› 

A full house inside the dining tent.››
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A sunset performance of “Angels and Accordions.”››

Green-Wood President Richard J. Moylan presents Otis and 
Nancy Pearsall with The Historic Fund’s DeWitt Clinton Award.

››

New York State Assemblymember Joan Millman presents the 
Pearsalls with a Proclamation from the Assembly.

››
Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz gives a 
Proclamation to the Pearsalls.

››
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Green-Wood 
Awakening Leads 
to Coney Island

A n amazing cast of characters was given a 
unique and exciting voice last May, in “Green-
Wood Awakening,” an event produced by The 

Green-Wood Historic Fund in cooperation with The 
Puppeteer’s Cooperative. Twenty-five-foot-high pup-
pets helped tell the stories of the Battle of Brooklyn, 
ASPCA founder Henry Bergh and DeWitt Clinton, New 
York governor and visionary behind the building of the 
Erie Canal. The four performances attracted over 1,000 
people to Green-Wood. Many parents brought their 
children to both marvel at the spectacle and to learn 
about New York and American history. 

Buoyed by the success of making history entertaining, 
The Historic Fund has once again collaborated with 
The Puppeteer’s Cooperative, as well as The Czech-
American Marionette Theatre and Cosmic Bicycle The-
atre, to present “Coney Island—Now, Then & Forever,” 
three weekends of shows this January at Green-Wood’s 
Historic Chapel to celebrate the wild genius, ingenuity 
and history of Coney Island.

Instead of giant-sized, however, the puppets are 
miniature, employed in a 19th-century form of home 
entertainment known as Victorian toy theater, which 
was popular at the same period Coney Island became 
renowned as the premiere entertainment park in the 
world.

Combining music, Victorian Mermaids, hand-carved 
marionettes and storytelling, “Coney Island—Now, 
Then & Forever” brings life and depth to many of Co-
ney’s legendary showmen (and Green-Wood permanent 
residents) including Charles Feltman, inventor of the 
hot dog; George Tilyou, Steeplechase Park founder; 
and Mile-a-Minute Murphy, 19th-century bicyclist who 
raced a locomotive–and won!

On display is a special exhibition of Coney Island mem-
orabilia from The Green-Wood Historic Fund archives 
and the newly re-discovered Dreamland Bell, which 
welcomed visitors to Dreamland Park 100 years ago.

The 2009 performance of “Green-Wood Awakening” with a 
giant puppet of the Statue of Liberty on Battle Hill.

››

Dancing Victorian Mermaids as part of the “Coney Island” 
performance at the Historic Chapel at Green-Wood.

››

Coney Island’s famed 500-pound bronze Dreamland Bell, 
raised from the ocean floor last September. 

››
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Scenes from the 2009 performance of “Angels and Accordions.”

››
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Angels (and 
crowds) return 
to green-wood

G reen-Wood hosted the sixth annual perfor-
mance of “Angels & Accordions” in October. 
Since 2004, Martha Bowers, director of Dance 

Theatre Etc., has choreographed a dance and music 
site-specific event across Green-Wood’s hills as part 
of openhousenewyork (a free annual event throughout 
New York City). It’s truly a unique event and a chance 
to enjoy the Cemetery in a very different way. But 
words don’t do this performance justice. Hopefully, 
these photographs give you a better idea of how special 
this event is. 

››
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The Green-Wood
Historic Fund WINTER 
& SPRING 2010 Events
General Info
Tickets to all events may be reserved online at green-
wood.com/toursevents or by calling 718.768.7300. 

Green-Wood’s main entrance is located at 500 25th 
Street (on 5th Avenue) in Brooklyn. Via subway, take 
the R to the 25th Street station. Free parking available.

Walking tours last appr. 2 1/2 hours; trolley tours last 
appr. 1 1/2 – 2 hours. Walking tours will be canceled if 
there is inclement weather; trolley tours proceed rain 
or shine. Please call 718.768.7300 or check our website 
green-wood.com/toursevents for schedule updates. 

To arrange organizational or group tours, or for more 
info call 718.768.7300. 

All events are subject to change. Please check our web-
site green-wood.com/toursevents for schedule updates. 

Recurring events
weekly 
Guided Trolley Tours:  Wednesday
Wednesdays, 1:00 P.M.

monthly 
Guided Trolley Tours:  Last Sunday
Last Sunday of Each Month, 1:00 P.M. 

Tours last approximately two hours and feature the 
beauty of Green-Wood’s grounds, the Cemetery’s his-
tory, its bird life, fascinating tales of its permanent 
residents, views of Manhattan’s skyline, The Green-
Wood Historic Fund’s Civil War Project and its pres-
ervation program, and more. Tours are led by Marge 
Raymond.

Tickets: $15. Reservations are recommended. Space 
is limited. Reserve tickets online at green-wood.com/
toursevents or call 718.768.7300. Tours meet just past 
Green-Wood’s Gothic Arch at the trolley. 

Special events
March
7 – Sunday, 1:00 P.M.
D.M.  Bennett:  The Truth Seeker
Video Screening & Book Signing / Trolley Tour

The Historic Chapel at Green-Wood

Join Roderick Bradford, author of D.M. Bennett: The 
Truth Seeker (2006) and a video of the same title, for 
a premiere showing of his one-hour tribute to remark-
able historical figure DeRobigne Mortimer Bennett. A 
leading freethinker of 19th-century America, Bennett 
steadfastly took on the forces of narrow-mindedness. 
In his weekly Truth Seeker, Bennett boldly advocated 
birth control and women’s rights while opposing dog-
matic religion. Ultimately, Bennett went to prison 
rather than remain silent.

Afterwards, join Green-Wood Cemetery historian Jeff 
Richman for a trolley tour featuring Bennett’s elabo-
rate monument detailing his credo, paid for by his 
followers, and Green-Wood’s other most fascinating 
inscribed monuments from a gravestone with a Victo-
rian poem to a pug dog to one attacking “intoxicating 
liquour and tobacco.”

Video screening: FREE (suggested donation $5). 
Trolley tour: $20 / $10 for Historic Fund members.
Reservations are recommended for both events.
Space is limited. Reserve tickets online at
green-wood.com/toursevents or call 718.768.7300.

april
11 – Sunday, 1:00 P.M.
Green-wood Experiences
Book Talk / Trolley Tour

The Historic Chapel at Green-Wood

Poet Allison Cobb reads from her just-published sec-
ond book Green-Wood, a work of poetic and histori-
cal nonfiction. Cobb lived for several years across 
the street from Green-Wood Cemetery; this book is a 
meditation on her experiences in the Cemetery and the 
history surrounding it. Cobb is a 2009 Artist Fellow-
ship recipient of the New York Foundation for the Arts 
(NYFA). This presentation is cosponsored by Artists & 
Audiences Exchange, a NYFA public program. ››
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›› Afterwards, join Cobb and The Green-Wood Historic 
Fund’s Steve Estroff for a trolley tour featuring Green-
Wood experiences highlighted in her book.

Book talk: FREE (suggested donation $5). 
Trolley tour: $20 / $10 for Historic Fund members.
Reservations are recommended for both events.
Space is limited. Reserve tickets online at
green-wood.com/toursevents or call 718.768.7300.

MAY 
22 – Saturday, 8:15 P.M.
Saturday Night by Moonlight, 
Flashlight & Footlights
Walking Tour

This special nighttime walk, led by Green-Wood Cem-
etery historian Jeff Richman, features live accordion 
music, a visit inside Green-Wood’s Catacombs and the 
light (weather permitting) of the moon. The special 
finale is “New York, New York,” written by Green-Wood 
permanent resident Fred Ebb and played by accordion-
ists on Battle Hill, with the Manhattan skyline in the 
distance. Bring a flashlight! 

Tickets: $20 / $10 for Historic Fund members.
No reservations are necessary, but are recommended.
Reserve tickets online at green-wood.com/toursevents
or call 718.768.7300. Tour meets at Green-Wood’s 
Gothic Arch.

29 – Saturday, 1:00 P.M.
The Civil  War at
Green-Wood Cemetery
Trolley Tour

Join Green-Wood Cemetery historian Jeff Richman for 
a tour of Civil War sites at Green-Wood, including the 
Civil War Soldiers’ Monument, the Civil War Soldiers’ 
Lot, and some of the most recent discoveries of Green-
Wood’s ongoing Civil War Project. The Project has 
identified more than 4,000 Civil War veterans, includ-
ing many Confederates. Richman, who leads the Civil 
War Project, is the author of Final Camping Ground: 
Civil War Veterans at Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery 
(available through The Historic Fund Bookstore).

Tickets: $20 / $10 for Historic Fund members.
Reservations are recommended. Space is limited.
Reserve tickets online at green-wood.com/toursevents 

or call 718.768.7300. Tour meets just past Green-
Wood’s Gothic Arch at the trolley.

31 – Monday, 2:00 P.M.
Green-Wood’s 12th Annual
Memorial Day Concert
Concert

at The Gothic Arch of Green-Wood Cemetery

A concert by the ISO Orchestra, featuring select 
compositions by Green-Wood Cemetery’s permanent 
residents Fred Ebb, Leonard Bernstein, Louis Moreau 
Gottschalk and Paul Jabara. Bring a folding chair, a 
blanket and a picnic lunch. Cookout food, snacks and 
drinks, as well as Historic Fund books and apparel will 
be for sale. Admission to this event is FREE.

31 – Monday, Post–Memorial Day Concert 
Memorial day Mini-tour
Trolley Tour

Join Green-Wood Cemetery historian Jeff Richman for 
a short tour (approximately 45 minutes) of some of the 
Cemetery’s most fascinating sites. 

Tickets: $20 / $10 for Historic Fund members.
Reservations are recommended. Space is limited.
Reserve tickets online at green-wood.com/toursevents 
or call 718.768.7300. Tour meets just past Green-
Wood’s Gothic Arch at the trolley.

June
19 – Saturday, 1:00 P.M.
What Lies Beneath:  Secrets of
19th-Century Brooklynites
Trolley Tour

Join Jocelyn Wills, history professor at Brooklyn Col-
lege, assisted by Green-Wood Cemetery historian Jeff 
Richman, on a trolley tour of the Cemetery grounds, 
featuring 19th-century Brooklynites who were eco-
nomic and social climbers, some of whom triumphed, 
some of whom did not. Tales of murder, suicide and 
bankruptcy (financial and otherwise) will be featured. 

Tickets: $20 / $10 for Historic Fund members.
Reservations are recommended. Space is limited.
Reserve tickets online at green-wood.com/toursevents 
or call 718.768.7300. Tour meets just past Green-
Wood’s Gothic Arch at the trolley.
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The Confederate Ironclad
Ram Albemarle

O ne of many Civil War Confederates interred at 
Green-Wood, Gilbert Elliott (1843–1895), with 
some training in boat building and some expe-

rience as a law clerk, enlisted in 1862 in the 17th North 
Carolina Infantry and was soon appointed first lieuten-
ant and adjutant. But he would spend 1863 on another 
matter: building an ironclad ram in a cornfield along 
the Roanoke River.

Elliott’s shipyard was a cornfield and obtaining the 
machinery required to build an ironclad warship was 
almost impossible. “No vessel was ever constructed 
under more adverse circumstances,” wrote Elliott in 
The Century (July 1888). “Here and there, scattered 
about the surrounding country, a portable sawmill, 
a blacksmith’s forge, or other apparatus was found, 
however, and the citizens of the neighborhoods on 
both sides of the river were not slow to render me as-
sistance, but cooperated, cordially, in the completion 
of the ironclad.”

On the difficulty of drilling holes in the iron to attach 
armor, Elliott wrote, “But one small engine and drill 
could be had, and it required, at best, twenty minutes to 
drill an inch and a quarter hole through the plates, and 
it looked as if we would never accomplish the task.” 
One of Elliott’s men subsequently invented a twist-drill 
that significantly shortened the drilling process.

Following the designs of Chief Engineer John L. Porter, 
Elliott completed his work within a year and his ship 
was named the CSS Albemarle. One of the best-con-
structed vessels of the Civil War, the CSS Albemarle 
was 152 feet long with a draft of only 9 feet, making it 
formidable on the seas or shallow inland waterways. 
The Albemarle soon became a thorn in the side of the 
Union Navy. She saw action during the Battle of Plym-
outh on April 19, 1864, ramming and sinking the USS 
Southfield. Union Lieutenant Commander Charles W. 
Flusser, who commanded the squadron at Plymouth, 
North Carolina, hunted the Albemarle. But his hunt did 
not end well for him: when a shell fired from the USS 
Miami struck the iron plating of the Albemarle in ››

›› that same engagement, it bounced back onto the 
Miami, killing Captain Flusser. Two weeks later, on 
May 5, the ironclad survived ramming attacks by 
Union gunboats with only minor damage.

The Albemarle was destroyed by a raid by Union volun-
teers on the dry docks of North Carolina on October 27 
of that year, led by Navy Commander William Cushing, 
four days before the Union recaptured Plymouth. Cush-
ing wrote that he was honored to report that the Albe-
marle was at the bottom of the Roanoke River. He won 
the Medal of Honor for his actions. Eventually the Al-
bemarle was taken to the Norfolk Navy Yard, Virginia, 
in April 1865, where she remained until she was sold in 
October 1867.

Elliott finished his service to the Confederacy on the 
General Staff of the Army of Northern Virginia. He 
last lived in Fort Wadsworth, Staten Island. Originally 
interred in Lot 8839, his remains were placed in their 
current location (Lot 29238, Section 137) on Novem-
ber 10, 1895. Ironically, just feet from his grave is the 
grave of Louis Napoleon Stodder, the last surviving 
officer of the USS Monitor, which fought the first Con-
federate ironclad, the CSS Merrimac, to a standstill in 
the first battle of ironclad ships, and ended the era of 
wooden warships.           ›› For more on Gilbert Elliott and the 
Albemarle, go to greenwooddiscovery.org

CSS Albemarle. [The Green-Wood Historic Fund Collection]››



The monument to John Cook at Green-Wood. It reads:
“CAPT. JOHN E. COOK, WHO DIED FOR THE CAUSE 
OF EMANCIPATION AND HUMAN LIBERTY WITH THE NOBLE 
PATRIOT JOHN BROWN. AT CHARLESTO(W)N VIRGINIA 
DECEMBER 16 1859.” Cook’s monument is located at Lot 
18004, Section 115.

››

John Brown EXHIBIT  at
N-YHS

The New-York Historical Society is presenting “John 
Brown: The Abolitionist and His Legacy.” This ex-
hibition, mounted for the 150th anniversary of the 
raid on Harpers Ferry, runs from September 15, 2009, 
through March 25, 2010. 

13›› 13›› 13›› 13›› 13›› 13›› 13›› 

T he 150th anniversary of John Brown’s raid on 
Harpers Ferry took place in the fall of 2009. It 
was on October 16, 1859, that white abolition-

ist John Brown attacked, hoping to capture 100,000 
weapons from the arsenal there and to trigger a slave 
rebellion throughout the South. Though Brown’s hopes 
were quickly thwarted, this threat of a slave insurrec-
tion sent tremors through the South, and, with the 
South’s intense reaction, caused many in the North to 
begin to question the institution of slavery.

Brown led 19 men on his raid. One of them was Captain 
John Cook. Cook, born in Connecticut, attended Yale, 
then studied law in New York City. Inspired by Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher’s abolitionist speeches, Cook 
headed to Kansas and joined Brown’s bloody battles 
in Kansas during 1855 and 1856. Cook was the only 
captain in Brown’s army who was not one of Brown’s 
sons. In 1858, Brown sent Cook to Harpers Ferry as a 
spy. Cook stayed there for a year, married the school-
teacher, Virginia Kennedy, and reported back to Brown 
with maps and information about trains schedules, 
militia strengths and slave populations. 

Cook took part in the John Brown raid and managed 
to escape to Pennsylvania, but was captured there 
by slave hunters and was taken back to Virginia. In 
jail, he wrote an eight-page confession, implicating 
the leading abolitionists who had vehemently denied 
any involvement. On December 16, 1859, John Cook 
was hanged. His body was returned to his family and 
interred in Cypress Hills Cemetery, Brooklyn. A few 
years later, his remains were brought to Green-Wood 
Cemetery, where he was interred in the lot of his 
brother-in-law, Robert Crowley. 

13››  ›› Outreach & Education

150 Years Ago: 
Captain John 
Cook and the 
Raid on Harpers 
Ferry
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Green-Wood
photo journal

Fall 2009 
in Green-Wood
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This hillside will be abloom with daffodils in the spring.››

Civil  War Bios on CD
In September, 2002, we launched The Green-Wood Historic 
Fund’s Civil War Project. Our goal was to identify those 
who had served, to tell their story, and to honor them. When 
we began, we naively thought that there were 500 or so Civil 
War veterans interred there. Were we wrong! In the ensuing 
years, with the help of hundreds of dedicated volunteers, 
we searched through newspapers, books, muster rolls, and 
many other resources. Descendants and researchers have 
contacted us from all over America and the world with in-
formation and photographs. 

Thanks to a grant from The Tawani Foundation, we are 
proud to publish the second edition of our Civil War bio-
graphical dictionary on CD, a compilation of more than 
4,300 Civil War veterans. A supplement to our book Final 
Camping Ground: Civil War Veterans at Brooklyn’s Green-
Wood Cemetery, In Their Own Words, the 1278-page CD in-
cludes portraits of hundreds of these men, photographs of 
many of their most interesting gravestones, letters written 
by them during the Civil War and eyewitness battlefield ac-
counts. To order a CD for $10, go to green-wood.com/store 
or call 718.768.7300. All sales proceeds go towards the con-
tinued work of The Historic Fund’s Civil War Project. 

Green-Wood Discovery
Our new blog has launched! Green-Wood Discovery, cu-
rated by Green-Wood historian Jeff Richman, is a forum 
to share some of Green-Wood’s most exciting discover-
ies and developments with everyone. It features recent 
discoveries at Green-Wood, restoration and beautifica-
tion, the Civil War, historical figures, Historic Fund 
events and more.

“It is amazing the things that I have learned from 
people across the world, sharing their knowledge about 
Green-Wood and its permanent residents,” says Rich-
man. “I look forward to hearing from you.”

Visit our new blog and sign up for a user account today! 
greenwooddiscovery.org

Daffodils in Memory of 9/11

A new planting went in this past fall on the hill off Oak 
Avenue, directly in the line of the gaze of bronze Horace 
Greeley across the road. Approximately 70 victims of the 
attacks on the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001 
are interred at Green-Wood Cemetery. Several of them, in-
cluding three firemen from Ladder 118, are interred on that 
hill. Until recently, there was a small grove of trees that 
had “volunteered in” at the crest of the hill. Art Presson, 
superintendent of grounds operations, thought this would 
be a good spot for a planting in honor of these victims. 
The grounds crew cut down the volunteer trees, pulled the 
stumps and planted 2,500 daffodil bulbs to create what will 
be an impressive hillside of the flower that has become as-
sociated with 9/11.



G o i n g s -O n ››

Much Mulch

Green-Wood’s 478 acres are home to 7,000 trees. As you may 
guess, those trees produce millions and millions of leaves. 
For the last few years, it has been the autumn practice at 
Green-Wood to mow most of those leaves in place as a mulch. 
But because that has resulted in a rather thick carpet in 
some places, a new technique was tried this past fall. Leaves 
were blown and raked to the nearby roads, then picked up in 
trucks and brought to a central composting area. There, they 
were watered down (which seems to improve the process 
of cutting them up), moved with a heavy front end loader 
to a tub grinder and cut up. The shredded leaves were then 
placed in large piles, where, with several turnings, they will 
decay over the upcoming months into a fine mulch for use in 
enriching the soil across the Cemetery grounds.

Green-Wood’s central composting corral.››

green-wood:  fit  for a queen

Queen Noor of Jordan and Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 
came to Green-Wood Cemetery this past November to visit 
the graves of Elias and Almas Halaby, the Queen’s great-
grandparents. 

The queen and the professor spent the afternoon at Green-
Wood filming a new PBS documentary series about immi-
gration and its impact on identity in America. Hosted by 
Professor Gates, “Faces of America” will air as a four-part 
nationwide special in February 2010.

As a result of research for the documentary, Queen Noor, an 
American-born woman who married the late King Hussein 
of Jordan, discovered that, contrary to family lore, Elias had 
actually emigrated, and he lived and died in New York City.

17›› 

›› For more “Green-Wood Goings-On,” 
    visit greenwooddiscovery.org
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S.S.  Morro 
Castle Captain 
at Green-Wood

I t was just over 75 years ago, on September 8, 
1934, that the great luxury liner S.S. Morro Castle, 
returning to New York from Havana, caught fire 

off Asbury Park, New Jersey, and ran aground just feet 
from the Asbury Park beach. In all, 135 of the 549 peo-
ple aboard the ship were lost. Crowds flocked to Asbury 
Park over the ensuing months to see the ruined hulk of 
the liner.

Captain Robert Willmott, master of the Morro Castle, 
is interred at Green-Wood Cemetery. He had proudly 
supervised the construction of the Morro Castle and 
had commanded her since her first voyage. Strangely, 
Wilmott died in his quarters under mysterious circum-
stances just hours before the great ship caught fire. 
One theory was that he was murdered and the fire was 
started to cover up that crime. Captain Willmott is in-
terred in Lot 6679, Section 30.

	

Green-Wood offers
Unique Teacher Training

The Green-Wood Historic Fund has teamed with 
The Salvadori Institute for the Built Environment. 
Renowned for “project-based learning,” the Institute 
has trained thousands of educators to consider using 
the “real world” through study and exploration of 
bridges, roadways, parks and even city playgrounds. 
This method, pioneered by architect and Columbia 
University professor Mario Salvadori in 1976, has 
trained teachers to promote problem solving and crit-
ical thinking to students. In May 2010, Green-Wood, 
a spectacular “built environment” in its own right, 
will host a collaborative program with the Salvadori 
Institute designed to inspire teachers and bring to-
gether the tremendous teaching resources of these 
two organizations.  

The Historic Fund also continues its educational 
partnership with The New York Times Newspaper in 
Education Program with “Walking Through History, 
Read All About It!”, a professional development pro-
gram for educators which debuted last year to great 
success. Over 100 teachers in total attended three all-
day workshops held in May, July and October of 2009.

To find out more information on either of these 
programs, contact Green-Wood’s Education and Out-
reach Coordinator Steven Estroff at SteveEstroff@
green-wood.com or by phone 718.210.3010.

The S.S. Morro Castle, burning near the New Jersey shore.››

The S.S. Morro Castle aground at Asbury Park, New Jersey.››
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FLAGG FLAGGED

G reen-Wood Cemetery has long known of the 
many prominent architects interred here. But 
only recently have we made discoveries about 

architects who designed some of the most interesting 
tombs at Green-Wood. The most exciting of these is 
our recent “find” concerning the Bourne Tomb. Inside 
that tomb lie the remains of Frederick Gilbert Bourne 
(1851–1919) and his family. Bourne, we discovered, was 
the president of Singer Sewing Machine from 1889 
to 1905. A very wealthy man, he was widely known as 
Commodore Bourne, a title he held because of his posi-
tion with the New York Yacht Club. Bourne owned the 
entire first floor of the legendary and still-standing  
Dakota Building on Central Park West and 72nd Street 
in Manhattan (best known today as the place where 
John Lennon was shot and killed); a large estate in 
Oakdale, Long Island; and Dark Island in the Thousand 
Islands of the St. Lawrence River. 

Bourne hired architect Ernest Flagg to design his 
estate houses in Oakdale and on Dark Island. He also 
hired Flagg to design the Singer Building at Broadway 
and Liberty Street in Manhattan, one of the greatest 
skyscrapers ever built (constructed 1906–1908, demol-
ished 1968). 

Because Frederick Bourne repeatedly selected Ernest 
Flagg to design buildings for him, it seemed logical to 
explore the possibility that Bourne might also have 
hired Flagg to design his tomb at Green-Wood. That 
suspicion was confirmed when Green-Wood’s surveyor 
found the blueprints to the Bourne Tomb in his files—
with “Ernest Flagg, Architect” written on them. 

‹‹ The magnificent Bourne Tomb at Green-Wood Cemetery, located 
at Lot 30440, Section 172.

 ›› Outreach & Education

Green-Wood Cemetery surveyor Kestutis Demereckas holds the 
blueprints to the Bourne Tomb, with “Ernest Flagg, Architect” 
written on them, that he discovered in his files.

››
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Membership Benefits
Individual $30 (Seniors and students $20)
A one-year membership in The Green-Wood Historic Fund, 
a one-year subscription to The Arch, 10% discount on 
Green-Wood merchandise, member discount on tours, a 
pocket map of Green-Wood and notices of all programs 
and events. Per IRS regulations, your entire donation is tax-deductible

to the extent allowed by law.

Friend & Family $50
All the benefits of Individual, plus 10% discount on mer-
chandise and member discount on tours for up to four 
family members, and an historic 11” x 18” color map of 
Green-Wood. Per IRS regulations, your entire donation is tax-deductible

to the extent allowed by law.

David Bates Douglass Donor $100
All the benefits of Friend & Family, plus one free tour 
pass, and one of The Green-Wood Cemetery’s self-guided 
walking tour books,Walk #1: Battle Hill and Back or Walk 
#2: Valley & Sylvan Waters. Per IRS regulations, all but $11.40
of your donation is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Pierrepont Fellow $250
All the benefits of a David Bates Douglass Donor, plus a 
second free tour pass, a copy of Saved in Time and a copy 
of Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery: New York’s Buried 
Treasure or any two other books of your choice from the 
Historic Fund Bookstore. Per IRS regulations, all but $55 of your

donation is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Dewitt  Clinton Sponsor $500-999
All the benefits of Friend & Family, plus a deluxe slip-case 
author-autographed copy of Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cem-
etery: New York’s Buried Treasure or a choice of any three 
other books from the Historic Fund Bookstore, a tour 
package of five tour passes, and copies of The Green-Wood 
Cemetery self-guided walking tour books Walk #1: Battle 
Hill and Back and Walk #2: Valley & Sylvan Waters. 
Per IRS regulations, all but $79 of your donation is tax deductible to the

extent allowed by law.

Sustaining Angel Society
All Sustaining Angels receive a one-year membership in 
the Historic Fund, a one-year subscription to The Arch, a 
deluxe slip-case author-autographed copy of Brooklyn’s 
Green-Wood Cemetery: New York’s Buried Treasure or 
your choice of any three other books from our collection, 
copies of The Green-Wood Cemetery self-guided walking 
tour books Walk #1: Battle Hill and Back and Walk #2: Val-
ley & Sylvan Waters, an historic color map of Green-Wood, 
a tour package of five free tour passes, and a Private In-
vitation Tour with the President. In addition, each Angel 
category receives:

Cherub $1,000–4,999
Adoption of an existing tree in Green-Wood with a dedica-
tion plaque for the life of that tree, and priority seating at 
all Historic Fund events.

Winged Cherub $5,000–9,999
The planting of a new tree in Green-Wood with a dedica-
tion plaque for the life of that tree, and priority seating at 
all Historic Fund events.

Green-Wood Guardian Angel $10,000 +
All the benefits of Winged Cherub plus installation of a 
park bench in Green-Wood with a permanent dedication 
plaque.

For all Sustaining Angel Society donations, per IRS regulations, all but

$89 of your donation is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Please fill out and return the membership form or become a member today 
at green-wood.com/membership. Shop online at green-wood.com/store.

The Green-Wood Historic Fund
Help preserve our Past to enrich our future

Back cover: The magnificent Valentine Angel at her best sur-
rounded by the colors of autumn, located at Lot 12361, Section 178. 
[Photo: Jeff Richman.]

››
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the green-wood historic fund and bookstore

Historic Fund Membership

Please provide the name(s) you would like to appear on membership card(s):
¬¬¬
Celebrate Life Opportunities 
❏ Through the Years/Nature’s  Tribute:  Adopt an existing tree with a plaque for five years	 $250

❏ New Beginnings:  Plant a new tree with a dedication plaque for 10 years	 $500
      [At the end of your term, you will have the first right to renew your tribute.]

Additional gift amount: $ ¬¬¬
Your contribution will be used to help The Green-Wood Historic Fund restore historic and architecturally interesting monuments and to further public awareness of the treasures that 
can be found in Green-Wood. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law with the exception of a portion of your gift that covers the fair market value of benefits. 
If you prefer to skip the benefits and make your entire gift tax-deductible, please check here: ❏ 

Books
by Cemetery Historian Jeff Richman:
❏ Final Camping Ground: Civil War Veterans at Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery, in Their Own Words	 $ 30	 Quantity: __________

❏ Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery: New York’s Buried Treasure (2nd ed.) including a color map	 $ 50	 Quantity: __________

❏ The Green-Wood Cemetery—Walk #1: Battle Hill and Back (self-guided walking tour)	 $   7	 Quantity: __________

❏ The Green-Wood Cemetery—Walk #2: Valley & Sylvan Waters (self-guided walking tour)	 $   7	 Quantity: __________

❏ Both self-guided walking tour books	 $ 12	 Quantity: __________

❏ Historic 11” x 18” color map of Green-Wood	 $   3	 Quantity: __________

❏ Special Package: Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery: New York’s Buried Treasure, PLUS 
     historic 11” x 18” color map PLUS both self-guided walking tour books	 $ 60	 Quantity: __________

Selections from the historic fund Bookstore (additional titles available at green-wood.com/store) 
❏ The Battle for New York by Barnet Schecter	 $ 15	 Quantity: __________

❏ The Battle of Brooklyn, 1776 by John Gallagher	 $ 10	 Quantity: __________

❏ Butchery on Bond Street by Benjamin Feldman	 $ 20	 Quantity: __________

❏ Call Me Daddy: Babes and Bathos in Edward W. Browning’s Jazz Age New York by Benjamin Feldman	 $ 25	 Quantity: __________ 

❏ The Devil’s Own Work (soft cover) by Barnet Schecter	 $ 12	 Quantity: __________

❏ Images of America: Green-Wood Cemetery by Alexandra Kathryn Mosca	 $ 20	 Quantity: __________ 

❏ The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher by Debby Applegate	 $ 22	 Quantity: __________

❏ Piano: The Making of a Steinway Concert Grand by James Barron	 $ 20	 Quantity: __________

❏ Preserving New York: Winning the Right to Protect a City’s Landmarks by Anthony C. Wood	 $ 40	 Quantity: __________

❏ Stories in Stone, a Field Guide to Cemetery Symbolism by Douglas Keister	 $ 20	 Quantity: __________

Apparel (additional items available at green-wood.com/store)

❏ Sage Green Historic Fund T-shirt (w/gray “Valentine Angel” left chest / cotton) M_ ___ L ____ XL ____  / child L ____	 $ 10	 Quantity: __________

❏ Heather Gray Historic Fund T-shirt (w/gray “Valentine Angel” left chest / cotton) M_ ___ L ____ XL ____  / child L ____	 $ 10	 Quantity: __________

❏ Brown Gargoyle T-shirt (w/gray “gargoyle” & tan “Green-Wood” front / Egyptian cotton) L ____ XL ____  / child L ____	 $ 25	 Quantity: __________

❏ Orange Gargoyle T-shirt (w/gray “gargoyle” & tan “Green-Wood” front / cotton) M_ ___ L ____ XL ____  / child L ____	 $ 15	 Quantity: __________

❏ Saved In Time T-shirt (tan w/gray “angel” w/green type / cotton / $10 donated to program) XL ____  / child L ____	 $ 15	 Quantity: __________

	 Bookstore shipping and handling*: orders up to $49.99, $5.00 / orders from $50 to $100, $8	 $ 5 /$ 8 	 _______________________________
	 *Not applicable for Green-Wood Historic Fund Members. No S&H for orders over $100.

	 Grand Total		  $___________

Send order form with payment to: The Green-Wood Historic Fund, 500 25th Street, Brooklyn, NY  11232 / Or fax credit card orders to 718-788-7782

❏ Individual ($30/20 senior/student)

❏ Friend & Family ($50)

❏ David Bates Douglass Donor ($100)

❏ Pierrepont Fellow ($250)

❏ Dewitt Clinton Sponsor ($500–999)

Sustaining Angel Society
❏ Cherub ($1,000–4,999)

❏ Winged Cherub ($5,000–9,999)

❏ Green-Wood Guardian Angel ($10,000 +)

Name		  E-mail (for order confirmation)

Address

City	 State	 Zip Code

Daytime Phone		  Evening Phone

❏ Check enclosed made payable to The Green-Wood Historic Fund / Charge my  ❏ AMEX   ❏ Mastercard   ❏ Visa   ❏ Discover

Credit Card #		  Exp. Date	 Signature

Become a member today or shop 
online at green-wood.com/store
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the green-wood historic fund
500 25th Street
Brooklyn,  NY 11232-1755

preserving the past to serve the future

Tel: 718.768.7300 / Fax: 718.788.1101
Email: historicfund@green-wood.com
Web: greenwoodcemetery.org

500 25th Street
Brooklyn,  NY 11232-1755

The Arch: WINTER 2010
 Volume X, No. 12

The Green-Wood Historic Fund was estab-
lished in 1999. Its mission is to maintain 
Green-Wood Cemetery’s monuments and 
buildings of historical, cultural and architec-
tural significance; advance public knowledge 
and appreciation of this significance; and 
preserve the natural habitat and parklands 
of one of New York City’s first green spaces. 
With funding from memberships and dona-
tions, The Historic Fund not only preserves 
the past to enrich our future, but keeps a vi-
brant presence in our current time by present-
ing open-to-the-public events which include 
themed walking and trolley tours, book talks 
and special seasonal events.

non-profit
u.s. postage

paid
brooklyn, ny

#668


